
Using NOMIS to determine the Rural-Urban Classification and 
Population for Output Areas for potential LEADER areas 

(ver2,170414) 
Potential LEADER areas need to be  defined using 2011 Census Output Areas in order to determine 
the Rural-Urban Classification and population, which will be then used in considering eligibility, in 
discussion with local RDT contacts. 
 
This step-by-step guide shows how this can be easily done, without any specific mapping or 
statistical expertise, or software, using the NOMIS on-line facility available via the Office for 
National Statistics. 
 
NOMIS allows users to identify and select output areas on maps and very quickly extract the rural-
urban classification and population figures, and then revise their selection if necessary. 
 
Groups are strongly urged to use this system in order to get the information needed to define 
potential LEADER areas to submit to Defra for evaluation. 
 
Groups should first simply identify the areas they wish to cover and select the output areas 
without worrying too much about whether the areas are rural or urban, as urban output areas can 
be taken out later in the process. 
 
It is recognised that output areas are an artificial construct, which may not be recognisable on the 
ground.  For the purposes of determining population, the LEADER area must be defined using 
output areas, as a “best fit” to the area that the Group wishes to cover in practise.   
 
The version of the LEADER area as constructed using output areas is a necessary interim stage to 
determining the eligible area to be finally covered.   Further details on determining eligibility will 
be made available in due course. 
 
Further advice will be also available from the local RDT contact. 
 
 
 



The NOMIS website is: 
 

www.nomisweb.co.uk 
 

It is recommended that you register as 
user though this is not essential 

As a major development for urban-rural analysis, the 2011 Rural-Urban Classification has been 
integrated into NOMIS, a free ONS data service, to allow rural / urban analysis of 2011 Census data 
including for Output Areas. 
 
This will be extremely helpful for Groups developing potential LEADER areas and in determining 
eligible areas and populations, prior to submitting a list of output areas to Defra. 
 
This is a brief guide on how to use NOMIS for this  purpose. 
 

You can construct a query, step by step 
via the  Wizard query option,  but by 

following the examples presented below 
you should be able to easily use the 

Advanced query facility 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/


Select  2011 Census 
Key Statistics 

The rural / urban analysis 
is currently only available 

for 2011 Census Key 
Statistics and 2011 Census 

Quick Statistics. 

Then click on 
Usual resident 

population 



Note that rural / urban analysis is only available for country, regions or local authorities 

On selecting for 
example  “Usual 

resident population” 
you are then asked for 
the Geography.  Click 

here for the list of 
geographies 

Select the geography 
you require.  In this case 

2011 output areas.  
Specify “some” 



You then need to specify which 
local authority district you require 

from a drop down list. 
 

   If the potential LEADER area 
straddles local authority 

boundaries you will need to do this 
separately for each local authority 

covered. 

If you already know the  codes for 
the output areas you are 

interested in you can select them  
from the list 

However there is also the option 
of selecting them on a map by 

ticking the box above 



You can select output areas by 
clicking on them, and they can be 

deselected by clicking again 

To see more map detail and the 
smaller output areas you can click 

on the grid to zoom in 

You can then build up the selection 
of output areas you want.  This can 

be done quite quickly.   



Each time you hover over an output area  the code 
will be shown.  So as an alternative approach  you  
could initially skip the mapping stage and select all 
the output areas in the local authority to extract a 
look up table,  and then afterwards select output 

areas  on the map, with the knowledge of whether 
the output area you are looking at is rural or urban 

and what the population is. 

You can save your 
selection, though 

if you have not 
registered as a 

user, the selection 
will be only kept  

during your 
current use of 

NOMIS 

It may be quicker 
to identify a few 
output areas on 

the map and then  
find them in the 

list and tick a 
whole series of 
boxes to select 
neighbouring 

output areas, and 
then click on the 
map to switch off 

those not 
required. 

Output areas 
selected by click 
on the map and 
also by the list of 

output areas 
beneath the map. 



After selecting the 
output areas, click 

on rural- urban 

Select Urban and 
Rural (total) 

Then click on 
download data 

NOMIS will 
produce  a 

spreadsheet to 
download. 



KS101EW - Usual resident population
ONS Crown Copyright Reserved [from Nomis on 9 April 2014]

population All usual residents

units Persons

date 2011

variable All usual residents

2011 output area Total Urban (total) Rural (total)

E00145682 336 0 336

E00145683 357 0 357

E00145685 310 0 310

E00145686 364 0 364

E00145687 277 0 277

E00145689 314 0 314

E00145690 356 0 356

E00145694 232 0 232

E00145695 283 0 283

E00145696 332 0 332

E00145697 299 0 299

E00145698 326 0 326

E00145699 208 0 208

E00145700 280 0 280

E00145701 343 0 343

E00145702 425 0 425

E00145703 357 0 357

E00145704 457 0 457

E00145705 354 0 354

E00145706 308 0 308

E00145707 270 0 270

E00145708 388 0 388

E00145709 277 0 277

E00145710 395 0 395

E00145711 224 0 224

E00145712 266 0 266

E00145713 297 0 297

E00145714 254 0 254

E00145715 267 0 267

E00145716 102 0 102

E00145717 342 0 342

E00145718 130 0 130

E00145719 360 0 360

E00145720 313 0 313

E00145721 357 0 357

E00145722 317 0 317

E00145723 342 342 0

E00145724 312 312 0

E00145725 264 264 0

E00145727 305 305 0

E00145729 140 0 140

E00145730 333 0 333

E00145731 293 0 293

E00145732 250 0 250

E00145733 315 0 315

E00145734 329 0 329

E00145735 333 0 333

E00145736 326 0 326

E00145737 315 0 315

E00145738 286 0 286

E00145739 250 0 250

E00145740 309 0 309

E00145741 367 0 367

E00145742 336 0 336

E00145743 263 0 263

E00145744 250 0 250

E00145745 330 0 330

E00145746 243 0 243

E00145747 321 0 321

E00145748 276 0 276

E00145768 345 0 345

E00145771 410 0 410

E00145772 311 0 311

E00145773 305 0 305

E00145774 376 376 0

E00145775 246 0 246

E00145776 288 0 288

E00145778 313 0 313

E00145779 366 0 366

E00145780 235 0 235

E00145781 302 302 0

E00145783 244 244 0

E00145784 255 255 0

E00145785 362 0 362

E00145786 282 282 0

E00145787 323 323 0

E00145789 300 300 0

E00145790 325 0 325

E00145812 410 410 0

E00145879 511 0 511

E00145880 332 0 332

E00145881 135 0 135

E00145882 282 0 282

E00145883 243 0 243

E00145885 221 0 221

E00145886 231 0 231

E00145887 310 0 310

E00145888 148 0 148

E00145904 266 0 266

E00145905 241 0 241

E00145909 268 0 268

E00145910 243 0 243

E00145911 256 0 256

E00145912 172 0 172

E00145913 362 0 362

E00145914 117 0 117

E00145915 369 0 369

E00145916 295 0 295

E00145917 388 0 388

E00145919 373 0 373

E00145920 179 0 179

E00145925 328 0 328

E00145926 420 0 420

E00145969 361 0 361

E00145970 301 0 301

E00145971 453 0 453

E00145972 200 0 200

E00145977 184 184 0

E00145996 323 0 323

E00146051 237 237 0

E00146052 303 303 0

E00146053 283 283 0

E00146054 252 252 0

E00146055 327 327 0

E00146056 359 359 0

E00146057 298 298 0

E00146058 343 343 0

E00146059 432 432 0

E00146060 382 382 0

E00146061 441 441 0

E00146062 469 469 0

E00146063 345 345 0

E00146064 240 240 0

E00146065 204 0 204

E00146066 135 0 135

E00146067 322 0 322

E00146068 341 0 341

E00146069 373 0 373

E00146070 354 0 354

E00146071 304 0 304

E00146072 227 0 227

E00146073 214 0 214

E00146074 250 0 250

E00146075 463 0 463

E00146076 268 0 268

E00146077 268 0 268

E00146079 468 0 468

E00146080 264 0 264

E00146081 338 0 338

E00146082 342 0 342

E00146083 392 392 0

E00146084 271 271 0

E00146107 511 0 511

E00173182 444 444 0

E00173183 135 0 135

E00173184 342 342 0

E00173185 950 0 950

E00173186 596 0 596

E00173187 343 0 343

E00173188 315 0 315

E00173189 366 366 0

The generated 
spreadsheet will 

list all the selected 
output areas , with 

the population 
split between 

Urban and Rural., 
and you can then 
sum the columns 
to determine the 

total rural 
population 



Should you wish to change the 
selection, you can go back via 

select using list and then clicking 
again on 2011 output areas 

You will need to select the local authority 
district again, or select a different one.   

 
Output areas are only listed by local authority, 

so if  a potential LEADER area straddles 
different  local authorities you will need to 

toggle between lists and maps, but the system 
will allow you to do this. 

You can select or deselect 
output areas using the list 

or going back to the 
mapping facility via Use 

map. 

Click on geography if you 
wish to revise or add to 

the selection 



Revised map by selecting and 
deselecting output areas 

If you wish to select output 
areas in a neighbouring local 
authority you can then select 

the authority in the drop 
down list and switch maps 

PLEASE NOTE:  
 

NOMIS can be a little 
temperamental and it 

may not work switching 
between local authority 

areas, and you could 
lose your original 

selection, but it does 
work most of the time. 



Or you can switch 
authority area via 

select using list 
and selecting the 

local authority 
from the drop 

down list 

You can at all stages save your selections, and when satisfied you can repeat the 
process to produce a new spreadsheet with the data. 

 
You should send the final spreadsheet listing  the output areas (with the 

population and rural-urban classification information) 
to Defra via your local RDT contact 

 
Where possible you should provide mapping showing your intended area, and you 
should explain whether in practise the intention is cover output areas wholly  or 
otherwise indicate where output areas are an approximation or “best fit” of the 

intended area to be covered. 
 


