



Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire.

This survey will form a key part of the evidence base for the Rural Housing Policy Review Group, which is exploring what has happened to the delivery of rural affordable housing since the reports published 2005 to 2008, including Lord Taylor’s. Living Working Countryside. These questions are specifically for Parish Councils.  From the replies we are hoping to gain an insight into the factors that encourage and discourage Parish Councils from supporting the delivery of affordable housing in their village.
Completing the questionnaire

 The questionnaire is in three parts

	Section One
	For everyone to complete

	Section Two
	For those of you who have supported rural affordable housing in your village, including those that have a scheme and those of you who have tried but not yet succeeded

	Section Three
	For those of you who do not want affordable housing in your village


Most of the questions are phrased as Yes/No or multiple choice. Please indicate your response with an ‘X’ next to the answer that accords with your experience. 

In a few cases a short text answer is required.  This can be typed on to the survey form.
It only takes 10 minutes to complete.
Submitting your questionnaire

Please return your completed form to Jo.Lavis64@gmail.com
By Friday 25th July
Section 1: About your Parish Council
	
	
	

	1.1  Name of Parish Council
	 
	

	In which local authority are you located
	
	

	What is  the population or your Parish
	
	


1.2 Which role(s) do the people completing this questionnaire have within this organisation?
	Parish Council Clerk
	

	Parish Councillor
	

	Other, please state job titles belo

	


1.3 What has been your involvement with affordable housing over the last ten years

	We have supported and gained an affordable housing scheme – Please go to Section 2
	

	We would like affordable housing, but have not managed to have a scheme built – Please go to Section 2
	

	We do not want affordable housing – Please go to Section 3
	


Section 2:  

This section is for those of you who have supported or are supporting an affordable housing scheme in your village
2.1  What were/are your reasons for wanting affordable housing in your community?

Mark all that apply
	We knew there were people in our community who needed but could not find a home they could afford.
	

	We felt that more affordable homes were needed if our community was to thrive.
	

	We knew of a site where it might be possible to provide affordable housing.
	

	We already have a scheme which has been successful and we wanted more affordable homes.
	

	We wanted to make sure that a site in the Local Plan includes affordable housing for local people.
	

	We knew there were people in our community who needed but could not find a home they could afford.
	

	Other reason – please state briefly why


	


2.2 What action have you taken to support the delivery of rural affordable housing in your community?

Mark all that apply
	Took part/helped with a local housing needs survey
	

	Helped find a suitable site
	

	Actively promoted the need to provide affordable housing amongst the residents
	

	Actively promoted a specific scheme amongst residents
	


2.3 Please could you rate the support you have received in your pursuit of your affordable housing scheme from the following organisations/people

Please score 1 -5  where 1 = very helpful  & 5 = obstructive – you can give different organisations/people the same score.

	Local authority housing officer
	

	Local authority planning officer
	

	Our District/Borough Councillor
	

	Rural Housing Enabler (RHE)
	

	Housing Association staff
	

	Other – please state who
	


2.4 If you have supported a scheme, but have so far not been successful please could you indicate the main reasons for a scheme not progressing

Mark all that apply
	There is no need evidence of need for affordable housing in the village
	

	We cannot find a site
	

	The housing association cannot secure funding
	

	There is considerable opposition from some members of the community
	

	The planning application was refused or was withdrawn because it was not supported by local authority planning officers
	

	The planning application was refused or withdrawn because it was not supported by District/Borough councillors
	

	Other reason – please state briefly why


	



Section Three
This section is for those of you who have not/do not want affordable housing in your village?

3.1 Why do you not want affordable housing in your community?

Mark all that apply
	There is no need for affordable housing
	

	We do not think our village would benefit from having new affordable housing
	

	We do not want any new housing in our village
	

	There are no suitable sites
	

	It would spoil the character of the village
	

	We do not know who can help us to find out more and guide us through the process
	

	We tried before and it was too difficult
	

	The homes would be sold and then become unaffordable
	

	We cannot be sure that people who are connected to the village would live there
	

	An affordable housing scheme  we have has not provided homes for local people
	

	An affordable housing scheme  we have has not been successful – please state briefly why


	


3.2 What might encourage you to consider supporting an affordable housing in your village

Mark all that apply
	a) If there was a proven housing need
	

	b) If we had better information on what would be provided and who would live there
	

	c) If we had support/advice from an independent person who would guide us and help us become involved
	

	d) If we were involved from the outset
	

	e) If we had more say in the location and design of the homes
	

	f) If we could join with an adjoining Parish and have a joint scheme
	

	g) If we had more support from the local authority
	

	If we could work with a housing association we trusted
	

	Other – please state 


	


Thank you very much for taking part, your answers will be collated into a report that will be a major part of the evidence base for the Rural Housing Policy Review.
----End----
2.5 Please could you give up to five factors that have inspired your Parish Council or maintained your confidence and willingness to support an affordable housing scheme?











