



Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire.

The survey will form a key part of the evidence base for the Rural Housing Policy Review (RHPR) Group as it explores what has changed since the production of the reports into rural affordable housing published 2005 - 2008 and what now needs to happen to assist delivery.   

Hopefully we will have some preliminary results for the next meeting of the RHPR on 1st July.

Completing the questionnaire

There are 9 short sections to complete as follows.

	1. About your organisation
	6.   Right to Buy

	2. General
	7.   Perpetuity and allocations

	3. Funding
	8.  Leadership

	4. Planning
	9.  Barriers and opportunities

	5. Land and sites
	


Most of the questions are phrased as Yes/No or multiple choice. Please indicate your response with an ‘X’ next to the answer that accords with your experience. 

In a few cases a short text answer is required.  This can be typed on to the survey form.

Submitting your questionnaire

Please return your completed form to Jo.Lavis64@gmail.com
By Wednesday 25th June
Section 1: About your organisation
	
	
	

	1.1  Name of organisation
	 
	


1.2 Which role(s) do the people completing this questionnaire have within this organisation?
	Planning officer
	

	Housing Enabling/Strategy officer
	

	Other, please state job titles below


	


Section 2: General
Do you think that over the last three years the ability to provide affordable housing in rural settlements of less than 3,000 in population has:
	Improved
	

	About the same as before
	

	Harder
	


Section 3: Funding 

3.1  Which of the following mechanisms have/do you as an LA use to provide capital funding for building affordable housing in settlements of less than 3,000 in population?  

Mark all that apply
	New Homes Bonus from your Council
	

	New Homes Bonus from your County Council
	

	Commuted Sums
	

	Capital grant
	

	Second Home Council Tax receipts
	

	Right to Buy receipts
	

	HRA borrowing
	


3.2 Over the last three years how many affordable homes have these sources helped to fund in settlements of less than 3,000 in population?
	Less than 10
	

	10 – 19
	

	20 – 30
	

	More than 30
	


3.3 Please tick if you provide capital funding as:
Mark all that apply
	Grant
	

	Loan
	


3.4 Do you run or contribute to a recycling loan fund?
	Yes
	

	No
	


3.5 What level of contact do you have with your Local Enterprise Partnership on rural housing issues?
	a) None
	

	b) Some but limited
	

	c) Active joint working on providing affordable homes in rural areas 
	


3.6 If c – does this include provision of capital funding support for rural schemes?
	Yes
	

	No
	


3.7 Have you adopted or piloted any other mechanisms for funding rural affordable housing?
	Yes
	

	No
	


	If yes please could you provide a brief description or send details with this questionnaire.


Section 4: Planning
4.1 When was your Local Plan adopted?
	Within the last 12 months
	

	1 - 2 years ago
	

	3 - 6 years ago
	

	More than 6 years ago
	


4.2 Please tick which one of the following statements most closely describes your development policy for rural areas:
	Solely allows development to meet local housing needs in lower tier communities
	

	Allows limited development to meet local housing needs and some growth through market housing in lower tier communities
	

	Proactively seeks delivery of market and affordable housing in smaller rural communities to support their sustainability.
	

	
	


4.3 Has your approach changed since the publication of the NPPF?
	Yes
	

	No
	


	If yes please briefly say in what way




4.4 Do your policies for affordable housing have: 
	a) A threshold of 10 or less units for your settlements of less than 3,000 population? 
	

	b) A rural exception site policy that allows for some cross-subsidy from market housing
	

	c) 
	


	4.5 If you have ticked b) above is this:
	

	The default position?  Or
	

	In circumstances where viability requires additional subsidy from market sales?
	


4.6 Do you allow for some grant funding alongside cross-subsidy on:
	Allocated and windfall sites that include affordable and market housing?
	

	Rural exception sites?
	

	Both
	


4.7 Please indicate the proportion of affordable housing you are delivering from your policy of cross-subsidy on rural exception sites.

	More than 80%
	

	50% to 79%
	

	Less than 50%
	

	Have not yet delivered any schemes through this route
	


Section 5: Land and sites 
5.1 Do you have a policy for disposal of sites for rural affordable housing at less than market value?
	Yes
	

	No
	


5.2 If yes, how many schemes in settlements of less than 3,000 in population have been completed using these sites in the last three years?
	Less than 5 schemes
	

	5 – 10 schemes
	

	More than 10 schemes
	


Section 6: Right to Buy

6.1 What has been the trend in Right to Buy sales since 2012?
	Increased
	

	About the same
	

	Decreased
	


6.2 Is the level of Right to Buy sales in your rural communities of less than 3,000 in population?

	Greater than in your other settlements (over 3,000 in population)
	

	About the same as in your urban settlements
	

	Less than in the urban settlements
	


6.3 Have you ever used the statutory protections for rural areas, either the pre-emption buy back arrangements or restricted re-sales to people with a local connection?
	Yes
	

	No
	


	If No – why not?




6.4 Are you able to achieve 1:1 replacement of affordable housing sold in settlements of less than 3,000 in population?
	Yes
	

	No
	


Section 7: Perpetuity and allocations 

7.1 Have you or your partners had difficulties selling shared ownership/shared equity homes where there are perpetuity requirements covering occupation by people with a local connection?
	Yes
	

	No
	


7.2 What, if any, steps have you taken to overcome these difficulties?  Mark all that apply.

	Added a Mortgage in Possession exemption clause into S106
	

	Reduced qualifying times for local residency
	

	Reduced timescales for properties to move through the cascade
	

	Introduced a new product that secures local occupation and affordability in perpetuity
	

	Other steps – please state below what steps you have taken

	


7.3 Have you or are you planning to remove the lowest tier band from your Choice Based lettings allocation system? (That is the band for people who do not have an acute housing need, but through local connection are seeking a home)

	Yes
	

	No
	


7.4 Does your Allocations Strategy include criteria to ensure that people with a local connection have the opportunity to take up an affordable home in villages?

	 Yes
	

	No
	


Section 8: Leadership
8.1 Which of the following statements best describes the approach of your Council’s approach to rural affordable housing?  Mark one only.

	a) Fully supportive at policy and individual development levels
	

	b) Supportive at policy but not at individual development level
	

	c) Supportive at individual scheme level but not in adopting positive policies
	

	d) Not supportive
	


8.2 If you answered b, c or d please could you rank which of the following factors contributes the Council’s position.

	1 = main factor  6 = lowest factor  - you can give reasons for equal ranking
Rank

a) Providing rural affordable housing is not a corporate priority
b) There is an anti- development in rural areas attitude
c) Insufficient understanding/knowledge of what is affordable housing and who it will house
d) High levels of opposition from rural communities
e) Small but articulate opposition from rural communities
f) Other – please state here & include in ranking




8.3 Which one of the following statements best describes the approach of your rural communities to rural affordable housing in their community?
	a. Most schemes progress with majority support from the host community
	

	b. Most schemes encounter some local opposition, but continue to development with community support
	

	c. Most schemes encounter some local opposition that either causes significant delays or are abandoned
	

	
	


	8.4 If you answered b or c above, please rank the following factors as to why:

	1 = main factor  5 = lowest factor  - you can give reasons with equal ranking
	Rank

	a) Lack of knowledge/understanding of what affordable housing is and who it will house
	 

	b) Not feeling sufficiently involved in the process or being involved too late
	 

	c) Not wanting affordable housing in their community
	 

	d) Not wanting any housing development in their community
	 

	e) Other – please state here & include in ranking


	 


Section 9: Barriers and opportunities

9.1 Please could you state up to five barriers to providing rural affordable housing, the action you have taken to overcome the barriers, and what action could be taken by others that would help . 
	Barrier
	Action we have taken
	Action that could be taken by others

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 


9.2 Please could you give up to five opportunities for providing rural affordable housing, the action you have taken to maximise these opportunities and action that could be taken by other to help

	Opportunity
	Action we have taken
	Action that could be taken by others

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 


Thank you very much for taking part, your answers will be collated into a report that will be a major part of the evidence base for the Rural Housing Policy Review.
----End----
