A Guide to RSN Online Spreadsheets - A brief look at wage levels and self-employment in

local authority areas

Bringing together data from the Office for National Statistics, it is possible to build up a clear
picture of lower average income for those working in rural areas. This has obvious
implications in terms of living standards and affordability of housing, transport, as well as

the ability to live rewarding, active and healthy lifestyles.

The RSN analysis looks to show the basis of the generalised situation in rural areas, and also
to show the specific situation in any chosen member local authority area.
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The Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings
(RSHE) is conducted in April each year to
obtain information asbout the lewvels,
distribution and make-up of earnings and
hours worked for employees. It does not
cover the self-employed.

Rates of self-employment are greater in
rural areas than urban areas. It is
important therefore to appreciate what the
implications of this might be on a local
economy.

Key peoints highlighted by the ONS when
considering self-employment in the UK (as
&at 2014) are provided at

http: //www.ons.gov.uk/onsfrel/lmac/self-
employed-workers-in-the-uk/2014/rep-self-
employed-workers-in-the-uk-2014.html

Given that self-employment is more
prevalent in rural areas, it is important
to note that the ONS has found that the
number of over 655 who are self-employed
has increased by over 100% in the last s
years, that self-employed workers tend to
be older and are more likely to work at the
extremes of the hourly working week, and

full list of options to select from.

Using the mouse to select this option cell reveals a grey square with a blue
triangle to the right of the option. Clicking on the grey square then reveals the

| hope this brief explanation helps and the spreadsheet provides a useful snapshot of the
situation in your area. If you have any comments or suggestions, please contact

dan.worth@sparse.gov.uk



